
 

The Fernkloof Nature Reserve was born on November 

22  l957 more than fifty years ago. 

 

Three special men were responsible for the 

establishment of a mountain reserve above a then small 

seaside town. 

 

Otto J Prillewitz,  Mayor of Hermanus and one of five 

Freemen in the history of the town, pushed it through 

administrative channels.    His love for the environment 

had brought him into touch with yet another Freeman-

to-be,  Dr Ion Williams, botanist and former acting 

Mayor.   Eric Jones was the third player in this 

environmental drama, nurseryman and 

founder/chairman of the Hermanus Botanical Society 

in l960. 

 

In that year too óDocô and Eric dreamed up the idea for 

a Cliff Path along the coast and began plans for a 

botanical centre in the newly-established reserve. 

Not that it resembled the nearly 2000-hectare sweep of 

montane and coastal fynbos which encompasses some 

of the Kleinrivier  range and most of the completed 

Cliff Path which form its boundaries today.  Then it 

was a mere 100 hectares starting at a gravel pit used for 

making bricks and nothing much more. 


