
FERNKLOOF’S  NEW  GARDENS - 50
YEARS  LATER

Nearly fifty years ago a garden was created in
Fernkloof , Hermanus – from a gravel pit and
brickmaking site.     A Nature Reserve of 100 hectares
was proclaimed in late l957 and the job of the first
curator Harry Wood was to lay paths and plant
botanical varieties from surrounding areas of the
Caledon division.    The white water spring in the
kloof and the rockfill dam supplied water.

Then hundreds more hectares were added to the
Reserve and nature trails took precedence over
garden paths.    The parkland reverted to jungle status,
covering carefully planted trees and paved pathways.
The pipe from the water water spring fell into disrepair
and the waters meandered and vanished.

Until now.   The restoration of the Fernkloof gardens
is part of the Walks on Wheels project of the annual
Hermanus Wildflower Festival  and work on it has
been enthusiastically pursued by botanical society
members over the past few months.

Wheelchair friendly paths are in place looping
gracefully between fragrance and aloe gardens and a
new one is in the making which will lead through the
high protea bushes to benches which look over
mountain and sea.   

Volunteer teams have been pruning and weeding,
planting and clearing, a new erica garden has been
created  and the parkland lawns have been manicured
by an outsourced garden team.   An irrigation system 
is now in place but the white water spring might still 
return…



A search and rescue garden and bulb haven provide
sanctuary for bulldozer threatened fynbos while
beyond senescent fynbos is being cleared to allow
new growth through.   Trees and plants are labelled for
the information of visitors.

The animal population of Fernkloof are agog.
Grysbokkies parade nightly along the new paths and
nibble on vygie flowers and agapanthus buds.   A
porcupine has found the harebells and the tritonias
about to flower – and enjoyed them for dinner.
So far the baboon population has preferred the fruit of
the wild fig tree or a trip to a Voelklip garden, but they
will soon be back where the action is:
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